
Felony Prosecution Process
 

Law Enforcement 

Prosecutor’s Office 

Charges not 
filed 

Deferred 
Prosecution 

Charges 
Filed 

Formal 
Arraignment 

Preliminary 
Hearing 

Grand Jury 

Court finds insufficient 
evidence—defendant 

discharged 

Court finds probable 
cause—court finds 
enough evidence to 

go to trial 

Indictment— 
Grand Jury 

finds enough 
evidence to go 

to trial 

Grand Jury finds 
insufficient 
evidence— 
defendant 
discharged 

Formal 

Arraignment 


Defendant 
enters plea of 

guilty 

Defendant 
enters plea of 

not guilty 

Trial 

Defendant 
found guilty 

Sentencing 
Assessment 

Report Ordered 

Final 
Disposition 

Sentencing 
Assessment 

Report Ordered 

Sentencing Defendant 
found not 
guilty and 
discharged 


